
 

 

  

   

  



  

 

     

The only way to truly know if you have what it takes to be a wildlife biologist is to get yourself outside 

the lecture hall and into the field. Our six-day immersive field course will give an opportunity to put 

yourself to the test and discover if you have what it takes to be the next Jane Goodall! You’ll be 

living in close proximity to your course mates, going to bed late and waking early to maximize your 

time in the field. It’ll be hot, humid and yes there will be mosquitos. But, you’ll be rewarded with life-

long friends and memories you’ll never forget. You will be working with some of the world’s most 

enigmatic animals in South America’s most endangered forest.  

Truly a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity! 

This is not a ‘practical lab’ this is real science. You will be challenged to design your own studies, 

collect and analyze data, interact with wildlife and present your own conclusions. The skills you 

will develop in animal handling, data collection and scientific presentations will set you 

apart in future job interviews and program applications. 

Waking up pre-dawn, crawling out of bed, making your way to the lake to see the sunrise 

reflect in the misty water, listening to the birds slowly begin to warm up in the sun and begin 

to sing? Machete-ing your way through a bramble of spiny plants, following the crashing noise 

of the capuchin monkeys moving just out of sight? Staying out past midnight, knee deep in a 

flooded forest, head-torch on, chorus of frogs filling your ears?  



 

  
 

Day 1: Travel and Program Intro 

- Meet in Asuncion & travel to San Rafael  

national park 

- Hike ‘Cerro Yaguaron’  

- Learn about local folklore 

Day 2: Discover the Atlantic Forest 

- Sunrise hike through ancient ferns 

- Issues in conservation workshop 

- Vegetation sampling lab 

- Present your findings 

Day 3: Bugs, Beetles, and Butterflies 

- Introduction to pitfall trapping, camera 

trapping, and footprint trapping 

- Entomology collection techniques 

- Lepidoptera focus: beautiful butterflies and 

marvelous moths 

Day 4: Water Quality Analyses 

- Ichthyology and macro-invertebrate studies 

- Keying out species and understanding the WQI 

- Waterfall adventure afternoon 

- Nocturnal frog walk 

Day 5: Primatology Day 

- Track the resident troop of Capuchin 

monkeys, record their behavior - if you can 

keep up. 

- Check traps for signs of large mammal 

activity  

- Night swim and barbeque dinner 

Day 6: Travel Home 

- Clean the site and pack our bags 

- Travel to Asuncion  

- Visit famous San Miguel Artisan Market 

- Final goodbyes (book flights for after 8pm) 

 

“Life is either a daring ADVENTURE 

or nothing.” – Helen Keller 
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Fundacion Para La Tierra was founded 

by Karina Atkinson in 2010. Over the 

past nine years, Karina has led the team 

to winning multiple international 

awards, most recently named ‘Woman 

of the Year’ by Consiglio Regionale della 

Valle d'Aosta. Rebecca Smith manages 

the PLT Primate Project – the only 

primatological research project in 

Paraguay. She is currently pursuing her 

PhD in Primatology with the University 

of Aberdeen. Joseph Sarvary has 

experience working with all manner of 

Paraguayan fauna from venomous 

snakes to endangered nightjars. Jorge 

Ayala is a trained Forest Guard whose 

expertise on the plants of the Atlantic 

Forest will be highlighted during the 

course. Michelle Van Compernolle is our 

team’s hydrology expert and 

ichthyologist. Water quality testing is an 

increasingly important tool for habitat 

conservation as human populations and 

climate change put pressure on 

freshwater supply. Brogan Pett is our 

resident entomologist. He joined our 

team after an expedition to Madagascar 

where he discovered nine new species 

of spider. Lastly, Jack McBride is our 

Program Coordinator who has worked 

on every project PLT has run in the past 

12 months. He has an answer to every 

question and a funny anecdote for every 

situation.  
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BOOK NOW FOR A WILD ADVENTURE THAT’S 

GUARANTEED TO PUT YOU AHEAD 

 

Cost: $710, all inclusive (full bed and board) 

 

To apply: Send an application including your CV/Resume and a cover letter to 

karina@paralatierra.org  

 

SIGN UP AND EMBRACE YOUR INNER EXPLORER – 

PLACES ARE LIMITED! 

 

 

 

 

 

                         The course will be held on ‘Estancia Nueva                                                                                                           

                         Gambach’ which is the southern-most tip of 

Parque Nacional San Rafael. San Rafael is the largest remaining 

fragment of Atlantic Forest left in Paraguay and covers nearly 

70,000 hectares of primary forest. Despite national interest in the 

area’s protection, the forest is still under heavy pressure from 

commercial deforestation and agricultural expansion. It is home 

to over 400 species of bird and the country’s only primatological 

research station. 

                        Para La Tierra is hosting three separate Field Courses during the Spring Break            

                        period of American universities. Each starts on the Monday morning at 8 am at 

‘Hotel Portal del Sol’ in Asuncion. The course ends at midday on Saturday returning to the same 

hotel from the field-site that morning. Please do not book flight prior to 8pm on the 

Saturday as transport to the capital city from the field-site is not possible without a private 

vehicle. Courses run: March 4th – 9th, March 11th – 16th, and March 18th – 23rd. 

 

 
                To apply send an application including your CV/Resume and a cover letter to                        

                karina@paralatierra.org. Applicants must be enrolled in (or a graduate of) a 

higher education degree in the life sciences. There is no cost to apply and group 

discounts are available.  

 


